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ABSTRACT 


Equisetum capense Burm. f. is synonymous with and antedates Restio verticillaris L. f.: 
the new combination Elegia capensis (Burm. f.) Schelpe is proposed. 

In his Prodromus Florae Capensis, N. L. Burmann (1768) recorded a number 
of pteridophytes from the Cape, a few of which he described as new. The identi- 
ties of his Asplenium lucidum and Trichomanes aethiopica were solved by 
Becherer (1935, 1937) who correctly referred these taxa to Polystichum and 
Asplenium respectively. However, the identities of Equisetum capense Burm. f. 
and of Polypodium lignosum Burm. f. were still in doubt. 

The former was described as: 

EQUISETUM (capense) caule tereti sublignoso glaberrimo, frondibus 
verticillatis, setis numerosis longissimis, internodiis divisis. 

Only one species of Equisetum, E. ramosissimum Desf., is known to occur 
in Africa. In Southern Africa it is not recorded closer to Cape Town than the 
Graaff Reinet and Uitenhage districts of the Cape Province. In view of the 
extent of the botanical exploration of the Cape Province at that time, it seemed 
highly unlikely that the younger Burmann could have acquired an Equisetum 
from South Africa. In fact, the first substantiated collection of E. ramosissimum 
in South Africa was made by Thunberg, probably in the Uitenhage district in 
1773. Furthermore, Burmann’s description of his E. capense, quoted above, 
would not fit even the most vigorous South African forms of E. ramosissimum. 

However this description did suggest Elegia verticillaris (L. f.) Kunth, a 
common restionaceous plant of wet localities in the south-western Cape moun- 
tains with a superficial resemblance to the large European Equisetum telmateia 
Ehrh. Subsequently a search in the Conservatoire de Botanique in Geneva 
brought to light Burmann’s type of his Equisetum capense which was unquestion- 
ably a flowering specimen of this common Elegia. Since Burmann’s Equisetum 
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capense (1768) antedates Restio verticillaris L.f. (1781), based on a Thunberg 
collection from the Cape and the basionym of Elegia verticillaris (L.f.) Kunth, 
a new combination for this taxon, Elegia capensis (Burm. f.) Schelpe comb. nov. 
is proposed. (Basionym—Equisetum capense Burm. f., Prod. Fl. Cap.: 27 (1768)). 

A further search for the type of Polypodium lignosum Burm. f. among the 
ferns at Geneva was fruitless and this name may well prove to be founded on a 
leaf of a Cape flowering plant. 

The author wishes to thank the Director and staff of the Conservatoire 
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acknowledge a Bremner Travel Grant from the University of Cape Town which 
enabled the author to visit a number of continental European herbaria. 
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